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CANDIDATE SECTION
Candidate responses on this document must be typed and limited to a maximum of 500 words for the whole of the
Candidate section (not per field). It is not permitted to exceed the two sides of the candidate section.

Describe your real-life situation:

A 2017 McDonalds UK ad showing a conversation between a son and his mother about his dead
father’s preference of McDonalds was used to promote a new burger.

State your central knowledge question (this must be expressed as a question):

To what extent can differences in perspectives influence judgements across different AOKs?

Explain the connection between your real-life situation and your knowledge question:

The ad received mixed reactions. This made me wonder about different judgements arising from
different ways of viewing a situation (positively/negatively/neutrally) and how they could be
influenced by factors such as personal beliefs, authority, etc.
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Outline how you intend to develop your TOK presentation in the context of your real-life situation. Include analysis of your
main knowledge question and related knowledge questions as well as arguments and perspectives. Responses can be
presented in continuous prose or as a list of points:

AOKSs- Arts, Natural Sciences
WOKSs- Reason, Emotion

RKQ 1- To what extent does culture influence the way art is perceived?

Claim 1- It is justified for controversial art to come under criticism.

Evidence- A photograph called ‘Piss Christ’ was vandalized during an exhibition and its creator rightly criticized for its
blatant reprobation of Christianity; overlooking atheist beliefs.

Counterclaim 1- Artists should have limitless freedom of expression.

Evidence- ‘This is America’ was considered a controversial music video due to the use of violent scenes to portray racial
inequality, which is a real issue in America.

Reason- Influential people should be allowed to use art as a medium to convey a real-life issue to bring about change in
their societies however they feel is most appropriate- cultural relativism.

Emotion- Art should take into consideration the feelings of the audience.

Other factors such as our environmental value systems, role of authority and the degree of moral objectivism and
psychological altruism also affect our opinions on these topics

RKQ 2- To what extent can perspectives on research in natural sciences be dictated by experts?

Claim 2- Expert opinion greatly influences the way we view research.

Evidence- Brian Marsden, had a crucial role in downgrading Pluto to a ‘Dwarf Planet’. His opinion has changed the way
we think about Pluto because he is an astronomy expert.

Counterclaim 2- Personal knowledge mediates the effect of expert opinions in forming views

Evidence- The interpretation of Trump’s withdrawal from the Paris agreement for US’s vested interests differs based on
environmental value systems- Ecocentrism, Anthropocentrism.

Reason- It is logical to believe an expert due to their vast knowledge in the field. However, some expert opinion may be
motivated by vested interest.

Emotion- Our opinion on a debatable issue is influenced by our own philosophy in addition to expert opinion.

However, personal views affect judgements in natural sciences to a lesser extent than in arts.

Show the significance of your conclusions with particular reference to your real-life situation and indicate how those

conclusions might be relevant to other real-life situations:
Perspectives can influence the way we judge situations whether it is our opinion on
artwork or the way we interpret debatable issues concerning policies made by
authoritative figures. Another controversial issue where perspectives plays an important
role is companies using personal data to target users with personalised ads. Judgement
on this situation depends on the degree of psychological altruism and moral objectivity in
particular. Thus, factors such as our environmental value systems, degree of moral
objectivity and psychological altruism, role of experts, etc, affect the way we see and
judge things. The way we judge the McDonalds ad or any related real life issue is
dependent on all these factors.
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TEACHER SECTION

Enter your mark (0-10) for this presentation:

Provide brief comments to support your assessment of the presentation. These should include remarks on the extent to

which the knowledge question was well formulated and connected to the real-life situation, and on the effectiveness of the
arguments and TOK analysis.
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