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CANDIDATE SECTION
Candidate responses on this document must be typed and limited to a maximum of 500 words for the whole of the
Candidate section (not per field). It is not permitted to exceed the two sides of the candidate section.

Describe your real-life situation:

In November 2017, The Sydney Morning Herald published an article regarding Marc Quinn's "hyper-real" artwork using his
own blood and freezing it in a self made sculpture. The article discusses about how Quinn got the idea to make this real yet
simulated form of artwork which still continues to push the boundaries in natural science and contemporary art.

State your central knowledge question (this must be expressed as a question):

To what extent can imagination and reasoning lead to the creation of new knowledge?

Explain the connection between your real-life situation and your knowledge question:

Creating an art piece is a combination of imagination and reasoning. “Self” by Marc Quinn shows how Quinn broke the
conventional barriers surrounding art and science thereby proving that imagination is limitless in the creation of new
knowledge. However, reason and developments in technology are the only factors which help the artist create a more
realistic iteration of this art, moreover the role of reason also lies in the fact that for the portrait to be viable it needs to be
kept in a deep-freeze which is like the medical method of cryopreservation. Therefore, the RLS raises the question of the
importance of reason and imagination in the creation of new knowledge which can be further explored.
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Outline how you intend to develop your TOK presentation in the context of your real-life situation. Include analysis of your
main knowledge question and related knowledge questions as well as arguments and perspectives. Responses can be
presented in continuous prose or as a list of points:

Explaining RLS ,Deriving CKQ: describe the context of RLS, explaining knowledge issues that helped derive CKQ, briefly
describe Arts, Natural Sciences as AOKs, Reason, Imagination as WOKSs to aid exploration of CKQ, exploring methodology
of natural science in relation to arts.

Relating CKQ and RLS- describing relation between CKQ and RLS, exploring shared and personal knowledge and AOKs.
RKQ 1: How imagination is indispensable in the creation of new knowledge?

Claim 1: Imagination is important to create and understand knowledge.

AOK - Arts

Evidence- Women of Allah

Counter Claim 1: Creation and Understanding of Knowledge is independent of imagination.

AOK- Arts

Evidence- Gestalt theory, | Can't Make This Up: Life Lessons by Kevin Hart

Mini conclusion - First Development

RKQ 2- How does reason support interpretation of knowledge in natural science?

Claim 2: Reason validates knowledge.

AOK - Natural Sciences

Evidence- Hunt for Vulcan, Radiocarbon Dating

Counter Claim 2: Inference surpasses the role of reason.

AOK - Natural Sciences

Evidence- Law of gravitation, Accidental discovery of manganese-fuelled bacteria

Mini conclusion - Second Development

Show the significance of your conclusions with particular reference to your real-life situation and indicate how those
conclusions might be relevant to other real-life situations:

The portrait “Self” by Marc Quinn is a masterpiece. However, the making of this hyper-real portrait wouldn’t have been
possible without exploring the role of natural science in art. In this particular case, Natural Science has been used in
exploring the art by creating a bridge between personal and shared knowledge. Imagination and Reasoning as WOKSs also
play important roles. The artist has used scientific and creative imagination in this masterpiece, and has used inductive
reasoning because it easily fits into Natural Science as an AOK.

The concepts and perspectives from this presentation can be applied to other RLS' too. 1) Von Hagens invented plastination
technique, to replace fat, water with certain plastics, to preserve them for study. 2) Artist Kai-hung Fung manipulates CT
Scans of lungs, arteries and transforms them into stunning art pieces.
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TEACHER SECTION

Enter your mark (0-10) for this presentation:

Provide brief comments to support your assessment of the presentation. These should include remarks on the extent to

which the knowledge question was well formulated and connected to the real-life situation, and on the effectiveness of the
arguments and TOK analysis.
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