IA Guidelines: Important Points
Objective of IA: Enable students to demonstrate the application of their knowledge and understanding of economic theory to real-world situations.
Requirements: Both SL and HL economics students produce a portfolio of three commentaries based on articles from published news media. Each article must be based on a different section of the syllabus (microeconomics, macroeconomics, international economics and development economics).
Articles: The articles may be from a newspaper, a journal or the internet, but must not be from television or radio broadcasts. If a student includes a relatively lengthy article, which is very much discouraged, the student must highlight the section(s) of the article upon which the commentary is based.
Focus
Each commentary must:
· Explain the linkages between the article and economic theory taken from the section of the syllabus on which the article is based
· Demonstrate economic insights into the implications of the article (that is, it should provide evidence of the student’s ability to discuss current events from the point of view of an economist).
On each commentary students must record:
· the title of the article
· the source of the article (including date of access to the site if from the internet)
· the date the article was published
· the date the commentary was written
· the word count of the commentary
· the section of the syllabus to which the article relates.
Assessment Criteria
There are five internal assessment criteria for each commentary.
	Criterion A 

	Diagrams
	3 marks

	Criterion B 

	Terminology
	2 marks

	Criterion C 

	Application
	2 marks

	Criterion D 

	Analysis
	3 marks

	Criterion E 

	Evaluation
	4 marks


Total 14 marks

There is one internal assessment criterion for the whole portfolio.

	Criterion F
	Rubric requirements
	3 marks



Criterion A: Diagrams
• This criterion assesses the extent to which the student is able to construct and use diagrams.
	Level
	Descriptor

	0
	The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

	1
	Relevant diagram(s) are included but not explained, or the explanations are incorrect.

	2
	Relevant, accurate and correctly labelled diagram(s) are included, with a limited explanation.

	3
	Relevant, accurate and correctly labelled diagram(s) are included, with a full explanation.



Criterion B: Terminology
• This criterion assesses the extent to which the student uses appropriate economic terminology.
	Level
	Descriptor

	0
	The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

	1
	Terminology relevant to the article is included in the commentary.

	2
	Terminology relevant to the article is used appropriately throughout the commentary.



Criterion C: Application
• This criterion assesses the extent to which the student recognizes, understands and applies economic information in the context of the article.
	Level
	Descriptor

	0
	The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

	1
	Relevant economic concepts and/or theories are applied to the article.

	2
	Relevant economic concepts and/or theories are applied to the article appropriately throughout the commentary.



Criterion D: Analysis
• This criterion assesses the extent to which the student can explain and develop appropriate economic theories and/or concepts in the context of the article.
	Level
	Descriptor

	0
	The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

	1
	There is limited economic analysis relating to the article.

	2
	There is appropriate economic analysis relating to the article.

	3
	There is effective economic analysis relating to the article.



Criterion E: Evaluation
• This criterion assesses the extent to which the student synthesizes his or her analysis in order to make judgments that are supported by reasoned arguments.
	Level
	Descriptor

	0
	The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

	1
	Judgments are made that are unsupported, or supported, by incorrect reasoning.

	2
	Judgments are made that are supported by limited reasoning.

	3
	Judgments are made that are supported by appropriate reasoning.

	4
	Judgments are made that are supported by effective and balanced
reasoning.



Criterion F: Rubric requirements
• This criterion assesses the extent to which the student meets the five rubric requirements for the complete portfolio.
· Each commentary does not exceed 750 words.
· Each article is based on a different section of the syllabus.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Each article is taken from a different and appropriate source.
· Each article was published no earlier than one year before the writing of the commentary.
· The summary portfolio coversheet, three commentary coversheets and the article for each commentary are included.
	Level
	Descriptor

	0
	The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

	1
	Three rubric requirements are met.

	2
	Four rubric requirements are met.

	3
	All five rubric requirements are met.



Structure of a commentary
· Introduction: Write about the main gist of the article in brief
· Second Paragraph: Explain the terminology of the theories that can be applied to the article and state the definitions
· Diagram: This diagram explains the problem situation in the article 
· Explanation, Analysis: You explain the diagram and through it the problem situation
· Diagram of solution 
· Explanation, Analysis of solution
· Evaluation of the solution or suggestions for an alternative solution  
Please watch the following three videos for you to get a clearer idea of the process of writing an IA commentary: The first video is about selecting the right article and then adding comments that help you connect the article to the theories you have studied. The second is about using those comments to create an outline and the third and final one talks about the process of creating a commentary out of the outline. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sL8WuypBn7I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qo6yiqt49kc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFSdGuGLWGI
Below, are exemplars from websites of a few scoring commentaries. Please peruse through them if you are interested but do not regard them as the yardstick of success. 
http://ibeconomist.com/internal-assessment/internal-assessment-sample-microeconomics/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/aykhzczna0kwrd2/AADxsMGACdnznNYOQ3yIpMnAa?dl=0&preview=Sarah+Final+Micro.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/aykhzczna0kwrd2/AADxsMGACdnznNYOQ3yIpMnAa?dl=0&preview=Katinka+Final+Micro.pdf
http://ibhelp.co.uk/ibhelp.co.uk/Econ.html

