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Extended essay - Reflections on planning and progress form

Candidate: This form is to be completed by the candidate during the course and completion of their EE. This document
records reflections on your planning and progress, and the nature of your discussions with your supervisor. You must
undertake three formal reflection sessions with your supervisor: The first formal reflection session should focus on your initial
ideas and how you plan to undertake your research; the interim reflection session is once a significant amount of your research
has been completed, and the final session will be in the form of a viva voce once you have completed and handed in your EE.
This document acts as a record in supporting the authenticity of your work. The three reflections combined must amount to no
more than 500 words.

The completion of this form is a mandatory requirement of the EE. It must be submitted together with the completed
EE for assessment under Criterion E. As per the ‘Protocols for completing and submitting the Reflections on
planning and progress form’ section of the EE guide, a mark of 0 will be awarded by the examiner for criterion E if
the RPPF is blank or the comments are written in a language other than that of the accompanying essay.

Supervisor: You must have three reflection sessions with each candidate, one early on in the process, an interim meeting
and then the final viva voce. Other check-in sessions are permitted but do not need to be recorded on this sheet. After each
reflection session candidates must record their reflections and as the supervisor you must indicate the month that the
reflection session took place, the candidate’s year of DP study at that time and initial this form.

First reflection session

Candidate comments:

| chose to do my extended essay in business management because of my passion for the subject and desire to pursue it in
college. | have generally been interested in unicorn companies that successfully disrupted the market. As an avid user of
Uber's products, | decided to explore and learn more about the company to find out what made it especially successful
during the COVID 19 pandemic as government regulated lockdowns and added safety measures created an unprecedented
external environment for the businesses to function. Once | decided upon the company, the next challenge was formulating a
research question. Initial research about Uber let me formulate a research question which was further discussed with my
supervisor.

Month:|April DP year (1 or 2); Supervisor initials:| AY
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Interim reflection
Candidate comments:

Doing research on a company that has ample information available was challenging as | struggled with bifurcating relevant
to irrelevant data. Limited access to libraries was imposed due to pandemic was yet another challenge faced. The internet
became the major provider of information. Google Meet sessions with my supervisor helped in the selection of appropriate
tools. A detailed road map was developed on google notes to help write the report in a coherent manner. The biggest
problem | faced was in the financial section, there was no financial US data available on Uber’s official website that provided
a break up of their products but | overcame this problem by extrapolating previous data, an approximation. This made me
more affluent with technology as | learnt usage of online tools in creating extrapolated graphs to be statistically analysed. |
realised that the previous research question was very broad, | decided to tweak it from analysing the whole of Uber, to
analysing Uber USA. This helped give a focused approach.

Month:|September DP year (1 or 2):|2 Supervisor initials: |AY

Final reflection - Viva voce
Candidate comments:

Writing the report was challenging as it required edits and re-edits but guidance from my supervisor made the process
easier. This report has been written in a way that anyone can easily understand it, even a person having no business-related
background can understand it as statistical data has been represented by way of graphs. Writing this essay also made me a
better researcher and thinker as | was required to dig into various different and new sources to critically analyse them. This
also helped me to become a better reflector as when | was analyzing every tool, | realized the tools themselves had certain
limitations which resulted in writing the report by using both qualitative and quantitative tools to make the essay objective.
The skills of report writing were also enhanced as | learnt to cite the various resources using MLAS citation. | used the porter
5 forces model, outside the curriculum, to understand generic strategies of growth, making me more knowledgeable.

My learning from this essay was that having a diversified portfolio is advantageous in the business world. The extended
essay journey has not only deepened my interest in business as a subject but also has made me more aware about real
world businesses as now | have become an avid reader of newspapers.

Month:|December DP year (1 or 2): Supervisor initials:[AY
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Supervisor comments:

Supervisor: By submitting this candidate work for assessment, you are taking responsibility for its authenticity. No piece of candidate work
should be uploaded/submitted to the e-Coursework system if its authenticity is in doubt or if contradictory comments are added to this form. If
your text in the box below raises any doubt on the authenticity of the work, this component will not be assessed.
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